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14. To Him [alone] is the supplication of truth.  And those they 
call upon besides Him do not respond to them with a thing, 
except as one who stretches his hands toward water [from afar,
calling it] to reach his mouth, but it will not reach it [thus].582  
And the supplication of the disbelievers is not but in error 
[i.e., futility].

15. And to AllŒh prostrates whoever is within the heavens and the 
earth, willingly or by compulsion, and their shadows [as well] 
in the mornings and the afternoons.

16. Say, "Who is Lord of the heavens and earth?"  Say, "AllŒh."  
Say, "Have you then taken besides Him allies not possessing 
[even] for themselves any benefit or any harm?"  Say, "Is the 
blind equivalent to the seeing?  Or is darkness equivalent to 
light?  Or have they attributed to AllŒh partners who created 
like His creation so that the creation [of each] seemed similar 
to them?"583  Say, "AllŒh is the Creator of all things, and He is 
the One, the Prevailing."

17. He sends down from the sky, rain, and valleys flow according 
to their capacity, and the torrent carries a rising foam.  And from
that [ore] which they heat in the fire, desiring adornments and 
utensils, is a foam like it.  Thus AllŒh presents [the example 
of] truth and falsehood.  As for the foam, it vanishes, [being] 
cast off; but as for that which benefits the people, it remains 
on the earth.  Thus does AllŒh present examples.

18. For those who have responded to their Lord is the best [reward], 
but those who did not respond to Him – if they had all that is 
in the earth entirely and the like of it with it, they would 
[attempt to] ransom themselves thereby.  Those will have the 
worst account, and their refuge is Hell, and wretched is the 
resting place.

19. Then is he who knows that what has been revealed to you 
from your Lord is the truth like one who is blind?  They will 
only be reminded who are people of understanding –

                                               
582The analogy indicates that false deities will never respond to them at all.
583The obvious conclusion is that the claimed partners, having no ability to create,

cannot be compared to AllŒh in any way.
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20. Those who fulfill the covenant of AllŒh and do not break the 
contract,

21. And those who join that which AllŒh has ordered to be joined584

and fear their Lord and are afraid of the evil of [their] account,

22. And those who are patient, seeking the countenance of their Lord,
and establish prayer and spend from what We have provided 
for them secretly and publicly and prevent evil with good –
those will have the good consequence of [this] home585 –

23. Gardens of perpetual residence; they will enter them with 
whoever were righteous among their fathers, their spouses and 
their descendants.  And the angels will enter upon them from 
every gate, [saying],

24. "Peace [i.e., security] be upon you for what you patiently 
endured.  And excellent is the final home."

25. But those who break the covenant of AllŒh after contracting it 
and sever that which AllŒh has ordered to be joined and 
spread corruption on earth – for them is the curse, and they 
will have the worst home.586

26. AllŒh extends provision for whom He wills and restricts [it].  
And they rejoice in the worldly life, while the worldly life is 
not, compared to the Hereafter, except [brief] enjoyment.

27. And those who disbelieved say, "Why has a sign not been sent 
down to him from his Lord?"  Say, [O Muúammad], "Indeed, 
AllŒh leaves astray whom He wills and guides to Himself 
whoever turns back [to Him] –

28. Those who have believed and whose hearts are assured by the 
remembrance of AllŒh.  Unquestionably, by the remembrance 
of AllŒh hearts are assured."

                                               
584i.e., they uphold the ties of relationship.
585i.e., the world and its trials, its good consequence being Paradise.
586i.e., Hell.  Another meaning is (in contrast to verse 22), "...and they will 

have the bad consequence of [this] home," also referring to Hell.




